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AGM and Members’ Images—Trees 


Val Hocking visited Mt Baw Baw in January and particularly 
showed photos of the snow gums in that area, as well as the lush 


rainforest at Taronga falls area near Noogee, visited on the way 
back. 


Val also shared some research on the effect of fire on Snow Gums 
from a Melbourne Uni website study. Snow gums usually recover 
well from one fire, by sprouting from the lignotubers and from seed- 
ling growth. However, if subsequent fires occur over short periods of 
time, regrowth is substantially reduced with 50 — 80% of trees dying 
after the 3rd fire, and seedlings either killed or substantially reduced. 


This loss of habitat particularly affects the critically endangered 
Mountain Pigmy possum and Leadbeater’s possum. Mount Baw 
Baw hasn’t had any fires for a long time, so has substantial under- 
erowth seen via its good network of walking tracks. 


Claire and Peter’s presentation commenced with Australian 
trees which had been featured in areas or towns. These includ- 
ed Cork Oaks off Coutts road at Mt Beckworth that the club 
visited in May 2007, and the “lollipop” tree on the top of Mt 
Beckworth. Five trees were planted there in 1918. Three were 
cut down and one died, leaving the one which we see now. 
Gradually, as surrounding trees grow it 1s less obvious than it 
once was. It was reputed to have been used as a landmark for 
pilots training during WW2. Last year, its 100" year centenary, 
it was named “Tree of the Year”. 

There was also the Bilston red gum near Casterton, Cazneaux 
tree in the Flinders Ranges near Wilpena, made famous by a 
photograph taken in 1937 by Harold Cazneaux and named 
“Spirit of Endurance”, the Orroroo red gum with a circumfer- 
ence of almost 11m 250mm above ground and estimated to be 
500 years old, and a large boab tree at Wyndham in the Kim- 
berley region estimated to be 2000 years oid. 

A feature of the ppeye ogpapmmer ns oon 

presentation ae 

was maple trees fens 
in Quebec, 
Canada. Pic- 
tures showed 
how these trees 
are tapped to 
collect the ris- 
ing fluid, the 
plastic lines 
through which 
the fluid flows 
and a shed 
where the fluid 
is reduced to 
make maple 
syrup. Forty litres are needed to make one litre of syrup, and 
other products are made. There was a photo of the apple tree 
on Prince Edward Island under which it was reputed Lucy 
Maud Montgomery, the author of Anne of Green Gables, sat to 
write her novels. Finally, some Column pines, Araucaris col- 
umbaris, a notable tree on New Caledonia resembling the Nor- 
folk Island Pine. 
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Snow Gums first caught my interest when working in the 
Snowy Mountains for two years 1972-74. More recently as a 
member of the Victorian Nature Photography Group I have 
explored Victoria’s high country in summer and observed 

E. pauciflora ssp. Niphophila found in the highest parts of the 
Australian Alps between 1600-2100m. At these elevations the 
trees are stunted and shrubby, grow slowly and exhibit contort- 
ed shapes which give them a lot of character. The photo above 
was taken on the Bogong High Plains and the tree would be 
pretty old judging by the size of its bole. The bark has beautiful 
colours especially when wet or in the winter. Flexible boughs 
enable it to handle snowfalls, but layers of ice can result in bro- 
ken limbs. Snow gums reproduce from seeds, lignotubers and 
epicormic buds. My images demonstrated the red sprouts 
growing from lignotubers zoo trees burnt in the 2003 fires, 

g and epicormic shoots. Sil- 


tis Diss. 6 B esultins from the fires 
Ss r ae ae. created interesting patterns 
wi Oe a GO ae £& across the ridges. Images 
ee od 4) ee taken in early morning 

= misty conditions created 
B snoody shots. 
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Carol Hall 


Excerpts from Minutes of Club Meeting held March 1, 2019 
Opening and Apologies 

Attendance: President John Gregurke welcomed 24 members 
and four visitors. 

Apologies: Marie Keatley, Tim Fletcher, Ken Hammond, 
Roger Thomas, Margaret Rich, Bill Murphy, Denis & Elizabeth 
Thurgood, Mike Sorrell, Mark Moravec, John Mildren, 
Margaret Thomas, Anna & Chris Baulch and Nancy Mannil. 
Moved: J. Morrish Seconded: A. Arnold Carried. 


Minutes of Club Meeting- February 1, 2019: 
Accepted as a true & accurate record 
Moved: A. Arnold Seconded: P. Noble Carried. 


Business Arising from Previous Meeting on Feb 1, 2019 
Emily wrote to Penny Greenslade seeking further information 
on Federation University’s proposed grant application to study 
the impacts of new Trail lighting at Lake Wendouree on insect 
mortality to inform a letter of support from FNCB. Summary 
not yet received. 

Emily and John G. still to work on a Club submission on the 
Lake Burrumbeet Futures Project, due for submission by March 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 

SEANA membership renewal due. Motion that FNCB renew its 
membership with SEANA. 

Moved: C. Dalman Seconded: V. Hocking Carried. 


Discuss the possibility of FNCB hosting a vision workshop fa- 
cilitated by DELWP to capture views of members on the 
Regional Forest Agreements and the future of Victoria’s forests. 
A number of FNCB members were interested 1n attending not 
only a vision workshop, but also a preparatory workshop be- 
forehand to coordinate and prepare our feedback for maximum 
impact. A motion was put forward that we try to arrange for the 
preparatory meeting and vision workshop be held consecutively 
on Thursday March 14, with the preparatory meeting to run 
from 10-11.30am and the workshop to run from 11.30am to 
12.30pm at a venue to be organised. 

Moved: P. Noble Seconded: E. Swan Carried. 


Discussed a request from Regional Victorians Opposed to 
Duck Shooting. After discussion, no motion was put forward to 
support the request, primarily due to the emotive and aggres- 
sive nature of the RVODS’s approach to the issue. 


Reports: 
Treasurer's Report: Opening bal: $8,215.38 
Income $420.74 
Expenses $687.50 
+ 2 written-off cheques 
Closing bal: $7,998.62 
Moved: L. Hanrahan Seconded: J. Morrish Carried. 


Committee Member Les Hanrahan moved a motion that newly 
elected Treasurer Kathryn Elder become an authorised signato- 
ry to the FNCB’s Bendigo Bank accounts, to access and oper- 
ate the accounts through Bendigo Phone Banking and/or Ben- 
digo e-banking, along with Club Secretary Emily Noble. 
Moved: L. Hanrahan Seconded: A. Arnold Carried. 


Show & Tell/ Field Reports 

Andy observed 2 Magpie-larks dive-bombing a large moth in 
flight (possibly a Goat Moth). The moth escaped by div- 
ing into the gutter on the roof of his Alfredton home. 

Claire reported two dead rakali seen near the north gardens 
wetlands at Lake Wendouree, along with Yellow & Royal 
Spoonbills roosting together in a dead tree. 

John Morrish reported the intriguing sight of a native water rat 
wandering along near the footpath 50m from the western 
edge of Lake Wendouree at sunset, being followed by a 
croup of birds: 8 Silver Gulls, 2 Masked Lapwings, 3 
Magpie-larks and a White-faced Heron. They all seemed 
very interested in the rakali, but it wasn’t remotely inter- 
ested in them! 

Bull E. has observed lots of Eastern Grey Kangaroos visiting 
his bird baths/ water bowls 1n the prevailing hot weather. 
A family of Black (Swamp) Wallabies, including a joey 
and a large male have also visited the bird baths, with a 
female having a full-body dip 1n a built-in bathtub as well 
as a drink. 


Book Review 
Wildwood — a journey through trees” by Roger Deakin 


This book first grabbed my attention when I found it in the 
Public Library some years ago and discovered that the dash- 
boards of Jaguar cars were faced with walnut veneer; more 
chapters explored the special qualities of many English timbers 
such as ash and willow, and recorded the woodworkers’ unique 
skills in developing suitable products. Now available as a Pen- 
guin paperback, I was delighted to re-read it. The author lived 


for much of his life in rural Suffolk, and this book was pub- 
lished shortly before his death in 2006. 


: 


| rey Aw 
N | Ary 
at | ‘Y 


ry 


A Journey 
Through Trees 
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Beginning with autobiographical chapters explaining the de- 
velopment of the author’s interest 1n trees, he develops the 
themes of their importance in the ecology of the countryside in 
England, such as the Forest of Dean, the New Forest, Devon 
and East Anglia. He critically describes woodland management 
and poor bureaucratic decisions; the social habits of birds in 
rookeries; examines driftwood for its aesthetic qualities, quotes 
from expert naturalists past and present and enjoys both soli- 
tary walks and those with a like-minded companion. He com- 
ments on the stories about the Green Man, and will sometimes 
quote a short piece of poetry, perhaps from T.S. Eliot or 
Shakespeare. He has a powerful way of expressing his feelings 
about what he sees, describing his subjects in more detail than 
a photo could ever show (the book is not illustrated except for 
line drawings at the head of each chapter). 

Throughout the book he lightens his descriptions with under- 
stated humour, often leaving us to draw our own conclusions 
about an event or situation in which he finds himself. He much 
prefers to wild-camp when walking, finding ruins of old cot- 
tages, the shelters of huge boulders, waking to the sounds of 
the bush or countryside, and observing creatures that most of 
us never See. 

Overseas he always stays in simple rural accommodation. Thus 
he is immersed 1n his environment. His travels abroad deal 
with the Finke River west of Alice Springs, the Pilliga of 
northern NSW and conversations with Eric Rolls; the Pyre- 
nees, Polish forests; he visits the walnut forests of 

Kyrgystan and the apple forests of Kazakhstan, where thou- 
sands of species and varieties grow — and sees how these tree 
products are sustained by the inhabitants whose way of life 1s 
so intimately bound up with their preservation. 

(Continued page 9) 


Minutes of 66th Annual General Meeting 
held March 1, 2019 

Opening and Welcome: President John Gregurke welcomed 24 
members and four visitors. 
Apologies have been received from: Marie Keatley, Tim Fletcher, 
Ken Hammond, Roger Thomas, Margaret Rich, Bill Murphy, Denis 
& Elizabeth Thurgood, Mike Sorrell, Mark Moravec, John Mildren, 
Margaret Thomas, Anna & Chris Baulch and Nancy Mannil. 


Moved: J. Morrish Seconded: A. Arnold Carried. 


Minutes of 65 Annual General Meeting: read by the 
Secretary, Emily Noble. 


Moved: C. Hall Seconded: C. Dalman_ Carried. 


President’s Report: John Gregurke gave his Annual President’s 
Report (attached). 


Moved: J. Gregurke Seconded: F. Hanrahan Carried. 


Treasurer’s Report: Les Hanrahan presented his Annual Treasur- 
er’s Report. 


Moved: L. Hanrahan Seconded: J. Morrish Carried. 


Election of Office Bearers: 

John Gregurke handed the meeting over to Peter Dalman to admin- 
ister the election of office bearers. On behalf of all Club members, 
Peter warmly thanked the current committee for their work over 
the past year. He then declared all positions vacant and read 
through the nominations, proposers and seconders for each office 
and general committee position. 

In the absence of any other nominations, all office bearers and 
committee members were elected unopposed (as per back page of 
thios newsletter) and Peter wished them well for the coming year. 
John Gregurke resumed his role as Chair of the meeting. 
General Business: 2019-20 membership fees: Given the stable 
financial position of the Club, the Committee recommends to 
members that all subscription rates remain at 2018-19 levels. 


Moved: E. Swan Seconded: S. Faull Carried 


Meeting closed 8.05pm. 
The March 2019 Club Meeting immediately followed the AGM 


More Field Reports... 
Sharon L. and Andrew C. attended the Daylesford book 
launch of Alison Pouliot’s “The Allure of Fungi’, bring- 
ing along a copy of the book to show members. 


Emily recorded her first sighting of two Crested Shrike-tits 
drinking and bathing in the bird bath at 8.45am on the 
warm morning of Feb. 19, adding to the 21 bird species 
previously recorded. 

Paul reported that the two Blue-winged Parrots were still 
around in his Mt Egerton Garden, and he’d found a dead 
Grey-headed Fruit-bat (Flying-fox) at Mt Egerton Ceme- 
tery, his first record of this species in the area. 


Book Review continued from page 7 


Respectfully he joins in local rituals and festivals to understand 
these rural and remote ways of life, commenting on the impact 
of political changes in former Soviet republics. 
He 1s interested 1n woodland management practices such as 
pollarding and coppicing, whose use he explains, and the value 
of a laid hedge not only for fencing livestock but in protecting 
hedgerow micro-environments. Whilst much of this book 1s 
centred on England, there is much to appeal to anyone with 
combined interests in nature, travel and autobiography; he sup- 
ports the preservation of woodlands for ecological reasons, for 
the support of local populations and the preservation of skilled 
craftsmanship, and everywhere he presents a holistic approach 
to the environments he is experiencing, acknowledging that 
woodlands have an innate right to exist. 

Carol Hall 


CALENDAR 2019 


April 

Fri 5 “Keeping notes on nature” presented by Roger Thomas, 
Elspeth Swan and Emily Noble 

Sun 7 Lakes Learmonth & Burrumbeet (afternoon) 
and Woorookarung RP (evening) led by John Gregurke, 
Marian Weaving FNCB 

Note : (Evening session numbers are limited, bookings req’d) 

May 

Fri 3 Ballarat’s golden mining history and present explorations 
Bill Reid, Castlemaine Goldfields 

Sat 4 Geology of Slatey Creek area, Creswick 
David Horwood, FNCB 


Committee 

President John Gregurke 
Vice Pres Fran Hanrahan 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 

Andy Arnold 

Bul Elder 

Les Hanrahan 

Val Hocking 

John Petheram 

Margaret Rich 

Elspeth Swan 

Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: Secretary:- Emily Noble 
Editor: Bul Elder 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 


Meetings are held at Federation University Gillies St Campus on the first 
Friday of the month at 7.30pm. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark of Federation University Gillies St 
Campus at 9.30 am, unless otherwise advised. 
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